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think, the starting point of other inquiries both in
China and elsewhere.
In the argument of this chapter and in many other
passages we can discover a moral quality of tlie book
which I may be allowed to underline. There is no
trace of special pleading or self-justification, although
the book is written by a Chinese to be placed before
Western readers. It is rather a criticism or self-
criticism. Thus in the chapter on " Agrarian Problems
in China " we read " The national government with all
its promises and policies on paper was not able to carry
out any practical measures owing to the fact that most
of the revenue was spent in its anti-communist cam-
paign, while, as I have pointed out, the real nature of
the communist movement was a peasant revolt due
to their dissatisfaction with the land system. Despite
all kinds of justification on either side, one thing is
clear : that the conditions of the peasants are getting
worse and worse. So far no permanent land reform
has been accomplished in any part of China since the
recovery of the Red Area by the government." That a
type of sociological work which openly criticizes the
inadequacy of government action is yet carried on
with the encouragement of the government speaks for
itself. It proves on the one hand the integrity of the
young sociologists in China and on the other the good-
will and wisdom of their official patrons.
A dispassioned, detached, and dignified attitude
characterises all the Author's observations. That
a Chinese must to-day have bitter feelings against
Western civilization and the political rule of Western
nations, is understandable. Yet no trace of this
will be found in the present book. In fact, throughout
my personal acquaintance with Dr. Fei and some of his
colleagues, I had to admire the absence of national
prejudice and national hatred—a moral attitude from
which we Europeans could learn a great deal. The
Chinese seem to be able to distinguish between nation-

